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Purposes of Assessment

The purpose of the district assessment program is to obtain information about the academic achievement of each student. The data also provides the
basis for curriculum review and revision, improvement of instruction, and program evaluation.

Missouri’s State Board of Education designated the purposes of a school district’s assessment program as:
● Improving students’ acquisition of important knowledge, skills, and competencies;
● Monitoring the performance of Missouri’s educational system;
● Empowering students and their families to improve their educational prospects; and
● Supporting the teaching and learning process.

MSIP 6 Guidance - The school system administers assessments required by the Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) to measure academic
achievement and demonstrates improvement in the performance of its students over time.
● The performance of all students on each required assessment meets or exceeds the state standard and/or demonstrates the required growth or

improvement.
● The performance of each student on each assessment and students in identified student groups meets or exceeds the state standard and/or

demonstrates the required growth or improvement.
● The percentage of students and identified groups of students tested on each required MAP assessment meets or exceeds the state standard

An assessment system serves these purposes by supplying data that can be used to make informed decisions concerning individual students, groups of
students, and educational programs. There are four major uses of assessment results: instructional, professional development, guidance and
counseling, and administrative.

INSTRUCTIONAL USES

Assessment practices of and for learning (formative and summative) guide teachers and administrators as they use a variety of assessment data to
identify and improve both student performance and the content and process of instruction. Test results assist all teachers in monitoring individual
student learning and in identifying specific strengths and weaknesses in classroom curriculum and instruction. The use of assessment results to guide
re-teaching and instructional planning assists educators in making instruction more effective for each student.



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT USES

The mission of district professional development is to assist the educational community to grow professionally and personally in order to improve
student achievement. Student learning needs are determined through analysis of results from the district’s assessment program. Within the structure of
professional learning communities (PLCs), teachers review multiple sources of assessment data to analyze student performance. These analyses
provide a foundation to coordinate and modify curriculum and instruction as needed and to determine, guide, and direct professional development in
support of improving student achievement. The Curriculum and Instruction Department, along with building administrators study and promotes best
practices regarding assessment, and makes recommendations for revisions to the district assessment plan.

GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING USES

Assessment information is used by students, parents, and advisors or counselors to make collaborative decisions about students’ personal and
educational choices. Information from assessments is combined with other relevant information to help a student:
● Understand his/her academic goals;
● Plan a program of studies;
● Make vocational and career decisions; and
● Plan for college or advanced training.

ADMINISTRATIVE USES

The Missouri School Improvement Program and, in some cases, federal or state statutes require districts to develop systematic means to identify and
assess the educational needs of the following groups:

● Students entering kindergarten;

● Qualified individuals with disabilities under Section 504;

● Children with disabilities under IDEA;

● Students whose native or home language is other than English;

● Gifted/talented students;

● Educationally disadvantaged students;

● Students with reading difficulties;

● Students at risk of educational failure;

● Migratory children; and

● Homeless children.



Individual student results are used in combination with other information to help screen and identify students for participation in certain school
programs, including special education, compensatory education, or gifted education. Information about the test performance of students in a building
or district may be used to inform parents, the school board, and the public about the effectiveness of schooling. Analysis of student performance
reveals trends that will aid in setting priorities, planning curriculum, revising instructional practices, and evaluating the effectiveness of educational
programs.

TEST SECURITY POLICY

All standardized testing materials shall be stored, distributed, and collected according to procedures that comply with Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education requirements and ensure the security and authorized access to test booklets. The Superintendent shall designate a District Test
Coordinator (DTC) who will direct the administration and security procedures for each testing site.

See also District Policy 6410, 6420, and District Regulation 6410, 6420.

Assessment Guidelines

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

According to the 2004 reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
students with disabilities must be included in statewide and district assessment programs with appropriate accommodations when necessary.
Accommodations are designed to provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate what they know and can do. Accommodation procedures
include adjustments in:

● The assessment setting (for example, testing individually or in a small group);
● How items are presented (for example, oral reading of assessment);
● How students are required to respond (for example, dictation to a scribe);
● Timing of the assessment (for example, more frequent breaks during testing);
● Use of alternate forms.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires all children, ages birth-21, be screened to identify potential problems in vision,
hearing, health/motor skills, cognition (including adaptive behavior), academic achievement (pre-academic for pre-kindergarten, transition/vocational
for older students), speech/language and social/emotional/behavioral development. Assessment information obtained for instructional or guidance and
counseling purposes should be considered in addressing these areas.

Review of screening data can assist the district in the identification of students who are in need of more in-depth, problem-specific assessment. Broad
spectrum screenings are not considered appropriate for diagnosing disabling conditions or determining placement for special education. Diagnosis of
an educational disability and eligibility for special education services should be part of a comprehensive evaluation process which also determines



children’s educational needs. Permissible accommodations for students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and Individual Accommodation Plans
(IAPs) are listed in the Examiner’s Manual that accompanies assessments for each subject area.

ELL STUDENTS

Districts are required to identify all students whose first language is not English upon entry into the district. A screening questionnaire regarding the
student’s first language and the language spoken by members of the student’s immediate family is the most effective method of identification.

Once a student has been identified as “language minority,” an assessment of the student’s English language proficiency is required. This assessment
may be a combination of formal and informal measures, but must address all four areas of language proficiency: reading, writing, speaking and
listening. In addition, some measure of the student’s native language proficiency should be obtained. Sources for this information other than testing
include teacher observation, family interviews, and prior school records. Students assessed as having English skills below their age appropriate “grade
level” are considered “limited English proficient” (LEP).

PROVISIONS FOR TEACHING TEST-TAKING SKILLS

All classroom teachers are responsible for preparing students to succeed on national, state, and local assessments. Building level faculties analyze
assessment results and develop strategies for improving student performance. Teachers provide students with a variety of experiences throughout the
school year that prepare them for standardized assessments. They incorporate selected response, constructed response, performance tasks, and scoring
guides into classroom work. Unit assessments and homework assignments include varied question formats so students are familiar with multiple ways
of responding. Teachers have access to MAP and EOC released items, scoring guides, and other practice items.

DISSEMINATION OF RESULTS

Confidentiality is maintained with regard to individual test scores and other information derived from the district assessment program. Individual
student scores are discussed with parents/guardians upon request. Results of standardized tests are made available to authorized school personnel as
interpreted by trained professional staff.
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Assessment** Grade
Level Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April May June July Student Group(s) State

Required
Early Childhood-

DIAL-4 pK Throughout the school year All students not
identified as SPED

Early Childhood-
ASQ or DIAL-4 B-5 Throughout the year Students

participating in PAT

Kindergarten
Observation

Form
K August 22-

September 26 All *

iReady Letter
Naming Fluency
(Mixed Case
Letters)

K August 24-
September 22 Dec. 1- Dec 20 April 17-May 23 All *

i-Ready Rapid
Automatized
Naming of
Objects

K
August 24-

September 22 Dec. 1- Dec 20 April 17 - May 23 All *

Letter Naming
Fluency 1 August 24-

September 22 Dec. 1- Dec 20 All

iReady
Pseudoword

Decoding Fluency
1-2

Grade 2
August 24-

September 22

Grade 2
Dec. 1- Dec 20

Grade 1 & 2
April 17- May 23 All *

iReady Spelling
& Encoding 1-3 August 24-

September 22 Dec. 1- Dec 20 April 17- May 23 All *

iReady Passage
Reading Fluency

Grade 1
EOY

Grade 2
-5 B,M.E

Grade 2-5
August 24-

September 22

Grade 2-5
Dec. 1- Dec 20

Grade 1-5
April 17- May 23 All *

iReady
Diagnostic K-5 August 24 -

September 22 Dec. 1- Dec. 20 April 17 - May 23 All *

MAP 3-5 April 1 - May 24, 2024 All *

MAP-A 3-8 September 11- December 22, 2023 February 5- May 17, 2024

Special Education
Students not

participating in
MAP

*

WIDA- ACCESS K-5 January 8 - March 1, 2024
English Language
Learner (ELL)

Students
*

Fitness Testing 5 April - May All *
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Assessment** Grade
Level Aug Sept October Nov Dec January Feb March April May June July Student

Group(s)
State

Required

iReady 6-8 August 23-
September 23

Dec. 1-
Dec. 20 April 17- May 23 All

MAP 6-8 April 1 - May 24, 2024 All *

MAP-A 3-8 September 11 - December 22, 2023 February 5 - May 17, 2024 *

WIDA-ACCESS 6-8 January 8 - March 1, 2024

English
Language

Learner (ELL)
Students

*

End-of-Course
Assessments 8 April 3 - May 26

Students
enrolled in
Algebra I

*

Fitness Testing 7 Nov - Dec April - May All *

H
i
g
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Assessment** Grade
Level Aug Sept October Nov Dec January Feb March April May June July Student

Group(s)
State

Required

i-Ready 9-10 August 23-
September 23

Dec. 1-
Dec. 20 April 17- May 23

Students
enrolled in
English 1,
English 2,
Algebra I,
Algebra IA
and IB, and

Resource Math
Civics and
Constitution

Tests
11 *TBD *TBD All *

PSAT 10-11 Oct 25 Optional

End-Of-Course
Assessments 10-12 October 24 - January 26 April 4 - May 24

Students
enrolled in
Algebra I,
Biology,
English II,
Government
Courses and
advanced
students in

Algebra II who
completed A1
in 8th grade

*

MAP-A 10-11 September 11- December 22 February 5 - May 17

Special
Education
Students not

participating in
EOC

*



WIDA-
ACCESS 9-12 January 8 - March 1, 2024

English
Language

Learner (ELL)
Students

*

ACT National
Testing 11-12 Oct 28 Dec 9 April 13 June 8 Optional

ACT District
Testing

Mar
12-14 All

ASVAB 11-12 Nov Feb Optional

Advanced
Placement
Exams (AP)

10-12 May
Students

enrolled in AP
courses

PLTW
End-of-Course
Assessments

9-12 May

Students
enrolled in

PLTW courses-
Years 1-3

Fitness Testing 9 Nov - Dec April - May All *

Seal of
Biliteracy 9-12 TBD

Interested
students

participating in
world

languages



Northwest R-I School District
Large-Scale Assessments

2023-2024
(Required assessments for all students in a grade level)

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Communication

Arts iReady iReady iReady iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady iReady

English II
EOC*

MAP A

Mathematics
iReady iReady iReady iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

iReady

MAP

Algebra I
EOC*

*iReady

Algebra I
EOC

*iReady

Algebra II
EOC*

MAP A

Science
MAP MAP Biology

EOC* MAP A

Social Studies Government
EOC*

Civics and
Constitution

Tests
* End-of-Course (EOC) exams are administered only to students in applicable courses and may be in subsequent years if the student takes that
course in a grade other than 9th.



Assessment Grade(s) Purpose Dissemination and Use of Results
Missouri Assessment
Program ORMAP-A -
ELA/MA

3-8 To assess individual and group achievement in
Communication Arts and Mathematics; to assess
district curriculum and its effectiveness in meeting
the Missouri Learning Standards.

Individual reports are provided to parents at the first quarter
conference and are placed in students’ permanent records.
Individual and group reports, including disaggregated
results, are reviewed with principals and teachers who utilize
results to plan instruction. Curriculum committees analyze
data to inform the review/revision process. Results are
reported to the Board of Education at an annual meeting
focusing on student achievement.

Missouri Assessment
Program (MAP) OR
MAP-A - Science

5 and 8 To assess individual and group achievement in
Science; to assess district curriculum and its
effectiveness in meeting the Science Grade Level
Expectations.

End-of-Course Exams
(EOC)

8-12 Created to adapt testing to the needs of Missouri
districts, schools, teachers, and students while
meeting state and federal accountability
requirements.

Kindergarten
Observation Form

K The LEA is required to report results of the
Kindergarten Entry Assessment in the DESE
MOSIS student data system. This data will inform
instruction and decisions for kindergarten classroom
teachers. District, school, classroom, and individual
reports are created from the Kindergarten
Observation Form data. This data displays
percentages of children who are ready for
kindergarten in the areas of Physical Development,
Approaches to Learning, Social-Emotional
Development, Cognition and General Knowledge,
and Language and Literacy.

At both district and building levels, the data reports will be
utilized to track readiness of incoming kindergarten students.
Classroom teachers will utilize the reports to inform parents
of their child’s kindergarten readiness skills and behaviors.

i-Ready Diagnostic –
Reading and Math

K-8
*HS 9-10
Reading
*HS A1,
A1A,
A1B,

Resource
Math

To assess individual student achievement in reading
and math three times yearly; to assess student
knowledge for different content strands within each
subject, provide information on what skills students
are likely to have mastered and likely need to work
on next.

Results are used by classroom teachers to inform instruction
and to determine levels of needed support or acceleration.
Results are also used to establish baselines of individual and
class performance and to monitor student progress in
reading. Building-level Positive Support Teams (PSTs)
review data on a regular basis to plan interventions for
students and to analyze students’ response to interventions.
This assessment tool also covers Missouri legislation Section
167.950, RSMo. and Section 167.645, RSMo.



i-Ready Letter Naming
Fluency

K- Fall
and

Winter

To assess individual student ability to quickly and
accurately identify uppercase, lowercase, and
mixed-case letter names aloud.

Results are used to inform both T1 and T2 instruction on
letter names that need support, while bridging to letter
sounds.

i-Ready Pseudoword
Decoding Fluency

K Spring
& 1st Fall

To assess the ability to quickly and accurately
decode nonsense words by applying the principles
of phonics.

Results are used to inform both T1 and T2 instruction and to
determine level of support or acceleration. Results are also
used to establish baselines of individual and class
performance and to monitor student progress in reading.

i-Ready Passage Reading
Fluency

1st Spring
-5

Assess the ability to read text accurately, at an
appropriate rate, and with suitable expression (i.e.,
prosody). Research shows students who read text
fluently also have better reading comprehension.

Results are used to compare a student's oral reading rate in
word count per minute (WCPM) to grade-level norms as
indicator of reading fluency and rate of progress over time.
Results are also used to establish differentiated small
instructional groups and monitor students progress in
reading.

Civics and Constitution
Tests

11 The Missouri Civics Education Initiative, passed by
the Missouri legislature and signed by Governor
Nixon in June 2016, requires any student entering 9th
grade after July 1, 2017 to pass an examination on the
provisions and principles of American civics. Students
are also required to take a test on the US and Missouri
Constitutions.

Results are used by classroom teachers. Students must pass
a 100 question exam similar to the one hundred questions
used by the United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services. Students must also pass an assessment on the US
and Missouri Constitutions.

Assessment Grade(s) Purpose Dissemination and Use of Results
Ages & Stages
Questionnaires

Birth-5 yrs. Developmental screening tool that pinpoints
developmental progress in children. This tool
captures parents’ in-depth knowledge, highlights a
child’s strengths as well as concerns, and highlights
results that fall in a “monitoring zone”, to make it
easier to keep track of children at risk.

Screening team meets to discuss individual results and to
determine the appropriate course of action for each child.
Parents are given intervention strategies to implement in
home and/or preschool settings. Results are forwarded to
teachers in district preschools for instructional use, and are
used to plan for further evaluation when warranted.

Developmental Indicators
for Assessment of Learning
(DIAL-4)

3-5 yrs. To identify potential problems and advanced
abilities in motor area, language area, concepts area,
self-help development, and social development.

Dyslexia Screeners K-12 The screeners for dyslexia will identify students
who are at risk of reading failure, be used to
identify needs for intervention, and set goals for
achievement.

Screening team meets to discuss individual results and to
determine the appropriate course of action for each child.
Parents are given intervention strategies to implement in
home. Results are forwarded to teachers in district for



instructional use, and are used to plan for further
evaluation when warranted.

ACCESS K-12 To monitor students progress in acquiring academic
English

Results used in conjunction with other criteria to identify
when students should be placed on monitoring.

W-APT K-12 English language proficiency screener test given to
incoming students who may be designated as ELL.

Assists with program placement decisions per the district
LAU plan.

CogAt K-12 Group cognitive ability test Results are used in conjunction with multiple criteria,
according to state guidelines, to identify students for
enrollment in the C.A.T.S. gifted program. Parents are
notified of results by letter.

Teacher Screening
Checklist and/or Parent
Inventory Referral

K-12 Individual Screening Tool

Wechsler Intelligence Scale
for Children (WISC-V)

K-12 Provides a brief, reliable measure of cognitive
ability.

National Occupational
Competency Testing
Institute Job Ready
Assessments

11-12
To assist students in identifying possible careers.

Students receive immediate feedback through this on-line
assessment that is required by the State to be offered to
high school students as a career inventory.

PSAT 10-11 To measure verbal and mathematical reasoning
skills important for academic success in college.

Serves as the first step in qualifying for National Merit and
other scholarship programs.

ASVAB
10-12

To assess multiple aptitudes in word knowledge,
paragraph comprehension, mathematics knowledge
and reasoning, and mechanical comprehension.

Administered by military personnel who come to
Northwest High School campus.

Technical Skills Attainment
(TSA)

10-12 To measure students’ knowledge/mastery in Career
and Technical Education (CTE) courses aligned
with industry-recognized standards.

Given to students who are concentrators and have
completed an approved CTE program. Outlines specific
requirements and guidelines in the type of assessment used
to measure CTE skill proficiency.

ACT 11-12 Curriculum-based assessment to measure academic
achievement in English, mathematics, reading, and
science reasoning.

College entrance examination results are sent to students,
high school, and selected colleges/universities, and are
used for academic planning and counseling.

Advanced Placement
Examinations

11-12 To assess learning upon completion of Advanced
Placement courses.

Scores of 3, 4, or 5 may allow students to receive college
credit, placement, or both.

PLTW 9-12 Measure a broad range of knowledge, skills, and
cognitive abilities that are authentic to the learning
environment of the PLTW classroom

Scores are used to demonstrate student proficiency in
transfer of skills and knowledge gathered during
coursework, supports program evaluation, and provides
students with test results that can highlight successes and
support qualification for internships, apprenticeships,
college applications, or resumes.



Missouri Dyslexia Guidelines
Missouri has state legislation in place that governs dyslexia screening, and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
(DESE) has provided guidance that recommends that district annually conduct dyslexia screening in Grades K-3 and stipulates characteristics of the
screenings.

To meet the dyslexia screening guidance using i-Ready Assessment for Grades K-3, educators will use a combination of the i-Ready Diagnostic
digital adaptive assessment and a selection of offline one-on-one administered i-Ready Literacy Tasks.

By having all students take the i-Ready Diagnostic Reading, these students will fulfill Missouri’s screening requirements for:
● Phonological Awareness (Grades K-2)
● Sound/Symbol Recognition (Grades K-1)
● Word Recognition (Grades 2-3)
● Reading Comprehension (Grades 1-3)

After students complete the i-Ready Diagnostic, students who have a scale score identified on the i-Ready Reading Difficulty Indicator will
complete the offline tasks identified on the



The offline Literacy Tasks are identified for each grade level on the assessment table with ** and also located in the district Dyslexia Folder.

A student’s performance in fluency should also be evaluated to measure automaticity when determining dyslexia risk. These cut scores are noted in
the teacher task packet for each task. Students who score Below Level may have difficulty with reading skills assessed by the specific task.

Educators can use a combination of the i-Ready Diagnostic assessment and a series of offline tasks provided by Curriculum Associates to meet state
requirements for Grades K-3. The table below describes how i-Ready Assessment addresses the screening skills outlined in the State Legislation.






